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Learning Objectives

• Summarize transportation reports background

• Review NEO Transportation reports

• Discuss NEO Transportation updates

This program supports the Maine DOE Strategic Plan core priority 5:
coordinated and effective state support.



Status of Transportation 

– ASCE 2017 Infrastructure Report Card

• 2017 National transit grade = D- (report cards lowest grade)

– Billions of dollars in backlog need from years of 

underinvestment

• 2016 Maine passenger transit grade = D+

Source:  American Society of Civil Engineers 
2017 Infrastructure Report Card 
Video: 1:23



What Are The Transportation Reports?

• State

– Fulfillment of statutory and regulatory requirements 

to collect, analyze, and report on school bus 

safety, bus purchase, and refurbishment

• Districts

– A tool to collect, analyze, and report school bus 

data and needs to school boards

– A tool used for emergency preparedness and 

mass exodus planning and response

M.R.S. 20-A  §5401, §6801-A(2)



Why Are The Transportation Reports Important?

• Request legislative funding

• Respond to legislative requests for information that 

can be used for short- and long-range planning

• Analyze fleet data for safety

– Number of school buses in Maine and each district

– Age of school buses 

– Capacity of school buses 

– Safety and emission analysis 

• Security and emergency preparedness



Statutes and Regulations

• M.R.S. 20-A  §5401

– Transportation safety, new bus purchases

• M.R.S. 20-A  §6801-A (2)

– Authority to withhold state subsidy until reports are 

received

• Code of Maine Regulations (05-071 CMR Chapters 

81-86) (original Chapter 81 was repealed)

– Safety, driver fitness, operations, bus refurbishment, 

bus purchase, and specifications

– Effective September 16, 2017

Note: see M.R.S. 20-A for more transportation statutes 



NEO Transportation Reports 

– School Bus Purchase and Refurb Programs

• EFT-00 Transfer Buses to Another District

• EFT-12 School Bus Refurbishment Request (in progress)

• EFT-15 School Bus Addition to Fleet Request

• EFT-16 School Bus Replacement Request - Emergency

• EFT-17 School Bus Replacement Request

• EFT-18 Superintendent Intent to Purchase Bus Report

• EFT-19 School Bus Approval Cancellation Report

• EFT-20 School Bus Purchase Report



NEO Transportation Reports 

- Annual

• EFT-21 Transportation Safety and Training Report

• EFT-24 Vehicle Mileage and Operations Report

• EFM-43 Out of District, Special Education, Homeless 

and Career and Technical Education Transportation 

Report

• Annual transportation report due dates

– Open:  July 1 (submit in July; do not delay)

– Close:  October 15



Vehicle Inventory:  The 1st Step

• Vehicle inventory must first be accurate and 

complete before submitting annual reports

– Review individual bus data for accuracy

– Review vehicle list to confirm all buses are entered

– Add new vehicles



EFT-00 Transfer Buses To Another District 

• Bus transfers must be completed ASAP

– New district effective date (July1)

• Transferring buses requires cooperation

– Sending district

• Initiates the transfer

– Receiving district

• Completes the transfer

• Follow the detailed instructions that are located on 

the NEO Transportation Dashboard



EFT-15 School Bus Addition To Fleet Request

Instructions are located on NEO Dashboard



EFT-15 (cont.)



EFT-16 School Bus Replacement Request 

– Emergency

Instructions are located on NEO Dashboard





EFT-17 School Bus Replacement Request

Instructions are located on NEO Dashboard



Instructions are located on the NEO Dashboard

EFT-17 Where Are Bus Approvals Confirmed?



EFT-18 Superintendent Intent to Purchase Bus 

Report 

Instructions are located on NEO Dashboard





EFT-19 School Bus Approval Cancellation Report

Instructions are located on NEO Dashboard





EFT-20 School Bus Purchase Report

Instructions are located on NEO Dashboard





EFT-20 (cont.)





Annual Reports:  EFT-21, EFT-24, EFM-43



Annual Reports:  EFT-21 and EFT-24

• Follow the detailed instructions that are located on 

the NEO Transportation Dashboard



NEO Transportation Updates

• Significant updates and refinements to NEO 

Transportation occurred during FY17

– All entries must now be complete to proceed

– NEO now confirms if a bus approval was issued 

before allowing EFT-20 School  Bus Purchase 

Reports to accept “yes” answer to approval Q

– There is now only 1 button for EFT-20 report

– EFT-24 was updated 

– Formatting and language refinements have 

been completed and continue



Summary

• Reports are required by statute and regulation

– State has authority to withhold subsidy until 

reports are received

• Enter and update vehicle inventory before

submitting annual transportation reports

• School Bus Purchase Program reports are submitted 

during the year of a bus approval

• Annual transportation reports, EFT-21, EFT-24, EFM-43 

are reported between July 1 and Oct. 15

– Submit reports early, during July



Q & A 

Thank you for your commitment to transportation safety.



Contact Information

Pat Hinckley
Transportation and Facilities Administrator

Telephone
207-624-6886

Email
pat.hinckley@maine.gov

School Transportation website
http://maine.gov/doe/transportation/

School Security website
http://www.maine.gov/doe/security/


